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md !u M.ro tn xm rhen he em to um nu:. am ’
'Qoircﬁnotnmn um.m mion ho wn oleatod thc mu Ortnd
»'Lor the. armd !mdgo ar tho '!mi.tary of Dakntt. '
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!?é‘ You ask u 12 z an aoquumea v:.tn ‘l'hemu x.
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B have xnown !hom- !Iendermn nrmm since the yeu

11866 ar 87, At that time I was 1iving on my father's nm

:.n tho mn ot nunuvine. nock Ommty. '1-com1n. and 'mn Bra'm. ’
mo had baon 1in the three mntha urvice u a mmbem af & bum -
E "I th1nk af the uth uaeoncin - n thc ‘alase af the oxvu__(m- 7 |
,‘jcm to Rmmvine to 89 to -ohool. and bullt e buard ahaity on

& let apmito ny rathcr 8 houge, nm. vith some ather 7eum' ahap. ‘

lmlth qido ot !kunx Or«k. Just n-t ar where that otream entecn '

‘the ucm m\er. . Bloom tuilt a nmm in gioux Falls and, mn a
‘ v,,..u;ntta'e. lgte m tho nn ut 'fl. upon a 1o'¢ ,vhich 1: navw. ghc#cacnu- :
1- 'of am and nin Streeto. ; tm,nk the am muum atam an. .
- that o ner whioh he eematruetea 1in the fall of The I8 be;pm.

’m Anzun baok, |

~_-l¥lhnnio Mdsu m na.tote. tor Balmtn onwuo@ vhat an Emi_;,l A
. two states of Wortn and south Dexota, and roachod ta the, Britiah J
o line.  One lasenic 1ndge was at Yanxten, the aeoond lodge was - -




‘at Vermilion, the third at FIk Point, and the fourth at Canteme

Brown ngnized ar gpecured the arganisation of l(innehaha

%;ﬁoage ¥o. 5, 1oc£§§a at Sicux Falls, South Dakota, and he in-

duoed m to apgw hin to administer the degrees of a lnter Mason
-n that ve*w d have emugh members ta organizo the lodge.
A 'year or so after the ladge was organised the Yankten :

Lodge called a convention at Vermilion fcu- the purpose aof ar-

gsmzmg the arand Lodge of Daknta. The convention was called at
“'Vermilion and as, at that tiue, there were na railreads in Dakota .

~we had ta drive across the prairie. There were no settlers,

_’ after leaving oanton, between sioux Falls and Vermilion, and se

- the del egates ar Minnehaha Ladge Wa. 5, compnsed of three members -;‘{E
'rom Brown, mysolf and snmenne else _ went to Vuvmiuon by the way
of Canton and pioxed up the canton delegates. yrom Oantan ve
drove acrosa mo m'airia and. as I rooolleot 11.. tharo ‘was no
road. and we made about half the distance the tirst da¥ and staid
avernight in a hay-stack af some settler who had put up aame hay,
but had not yat btuilt his house.

hen we reached Vermilion we found the Yankton people

had a8 compl ete program a11 mrxed out, They vere soim io eleot
l(ajﬂr De iitt nf Yankton orand Master of the Grand Ladge at Dakota. |
"and George Hand, who had bsen the secretary of the Territory, |
~ grand Secretarve They were going to elest the .mnior and unmr

VYardens from the other lndgu amd simply wanted us to rnifv the
nrozranb ' ‘ o
My trother was Keeping a genersl store. ﬁt. mmi@n at
that time, am his bmtnor-in—law. Ve X, Prentice, was runnim a .
bank at Vernuion. I was voll acquainted at Vumilian because '

the Land 0ffice was there and I often went thea'e to conduot oon—

' tests and to secure filings for settlers upen homestead and Pre-



_»—did ’che deaogatoa from the canttm Loadge, af vnmn l(arx Bailay was

I Point Lodge, and I Dropesed to them that we eleot Thomas

' gmptinlx alaims. I wu well aoquainted 21l aver Dakota mmu 1
was aaaverment mvoyor and had oontnots tor mvgym the
* public dnmin every summer, and the Surveyor General's affice was

.;;f-;;-:jmoatod gzghmmn. sq that I Xnew prastically everybadye

;‘/S& 14 the Yankton peaple that I was appased te having

e a 91(%.0 made up n'evimm ta the meeting of the delesates ta the

conwﬁhtiﬁn tha% rae to organiza the grand Ladge of Dakota, and

theught we shcmld ga 1nta our moting rithou’c any slate or Drosram

and talk tho mﬂw aver, mat m thxt the Yanxeen delegates wauld
nmnt agrees mey said Yam:tan was the oap‘ltal and the only place

of 1mportamo 1n Dexats, and all the carpet-bag tau.-ritorial nfri-
olials resided there, and that it was the Proper’ place for the
~ eram !a-tea- am the Gram uoretary.

te had mo cammatu for either of tho.o afﬁcea. Tneither
the moet mmnmt. and, when I feund that the Yanxton peopla 'nra
doterminai to put thmugh their progran, I talked with the delo-
fates fron the Vexrmnion Ladgze and also the delogatea from the

':Honda'san Brcrrn. arand uantu‘. lark Bailey,of $anton, Orand
) Seoretary, and that 7o should eleot the Seniar warden from Vermninn

Lodge and the J‘uniar Warden fram the BlX Paint Lodge,.

‘ I had ne trouble in maxing the arrargement. - there was
groat nrejudioes against Yamton, vhioch 7as a village af Demhaps
1900 peaple, becauss all af the tederal omcials lived there
and the federal afficials were all earpot-baggern. and 80, when

_the canvention convened, 7e immediately m';\oeoded to elect Thomas
Henderson Brown Orami Master af the Grand Lodge of Dekota, and
Mark Bailey, canten, Orand Searetarye The twn Wardens were




e

'_electod aeo"m{ding to proz_,rax;. and then I nz{qu George Ban& ‘fn_'r'
‘-fm'aiu !71&; of the Grand Lodge of Dakota, and Hand i,hdizn_a_nilj
"deeun'ed ~ said it was an insult 'tb 'Yanxton. and I rémarkéd ih#i

oeorga Hand was het 80 groat. ar Yam:ttm . 1mpnrtant ut that |

- they showld feel very highly hon&ed and aeoopt without maaiblo

Qzestian\the dignified ofﬁ.ce of Grand fvla' aof the Grand Lndgg

4\‘3’ $  The lndges of Dakota at that 'cime were under the Juris-. :
46 tian of the 3tate of Im:a, am Hejor De Witt, »ho was a gsvern-s
: ment contractar and a dignified man of gonsiderable intelligeneo -
mch miffed because he was mnt mde ¢rand Maeter - and Hand, the
- man whn béneved mwh in his persanal im)ﬂrtanée because’ he had
béon the oarpet-bazger sesretary for the !miﬁary of Dakata, '
Mdiatoly wraote to Parvin, who was Grand saeretarv of the grand
T EﬂﬁEF’Gf’iﬂn. am ssked him to pefuse raeogniuan of the luanic
Grand Lodgq of tne lerritury of Dakota. After Parvin had re-

oeived their oommunications — in fact, I ax sure they both went
doxn to see Parvin - Parvin sommnicated to Bromn the substanae
_of thelr protest, and Thomas xende:rson Brown and I went to lowa
cny. ar (edax Rapids (I forget naw which Place ¥as the residence,

of the Grand Secretary of the State ,of. Iowa) and Presented our
side of the gases I think I made a written statement similar

ey

- to the one now made amd, as a result, Yarkton — in spite of its
Trotest - was compelled to redognise the jurisdiction and author-
1ty of the Crand Lodge of Dakates - | '



